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What is Transitional Kindergarten? 

 

Transitional Kindergarten (TK) was created by the 2010 California law 

called the Kindergarten Readiness Act. It is offered across the state 

and is an educational opportunity to prepare children for kindergarten. 

TK offers children who turn 5 years old between September 1 and De-

cember 1 a developmentally appropriate curriculum taught by creden-

tialed teachers from K-12. 

 

Transitional kindergarten bridges the path between preschool and kin-

dergarten and gives students the gift of time that will help them build 

a strong foundation for future school success. It blends social and 

emotional experience with academic learning, so that students not only 

learn essential pre-literacy, pre-math, and other cognitive skills, but 

also develop social and self-regulation skills needed to succeed in 

school and life.  

 

Here at Desert Adventist Academy, we have a TK/Kindergarten com-

bination classroom. Therefore, our TK program is considered a two-

year kindergarten program. A student who turns 5 between Septem-

ber 1 and December 1 will be in our kindergarten classroom for 2 

years.  

 

Efforts are in place to give the student a different experience each 

year. TK students will use a separate math series, work at their own 

pace in phonics, which allows them to pick up & continue where they 

left off in their second year, separate homework packets, & added 

time to develop proper social & developmental skills.  

 

It is important to consider TK as a separate grade and remember it is 

a gift of time for its students.  TK is not easy access for students to 

start 1st grade early.  

 
* Resource: www.tkcalifornia.org/about-tk/about-tk.html 





How can I tell if my child is ready for Kindergarten? 
 

If s/he's in preschool, talk to the teacher. S/he probably has a good sense of his/her develop-
ment and how s/he compares with other children who would be at his grade level. 
 
If your child is not in preschool or you just want another opinion, check with your pediatrician. 
S/he will know about your child's physical development and can offer helpful feedback as to 
whether your child is ready. 
 
You can also talk with family members and friends who know your child well. Pay particular 
attention to the comments of teachers, or those who have experience working with children in 
schools, whether as a staff person or a volunteer. 
 
Visiting a kindergarten class in the school in which you plan to enroll your child can also give 
you invaluable information. As you stand in the back of the room, pay attention to how the oth-
er children are behaving, how they play with each other, and what kinds of skills they have. 
Can you picture your child sitting in one of those chairs and joining in an activity? 
 
Ultimately, though, you know your child best. Think about what s/he's like when s/he plays with 
others, and when s/he's alone in his/her room. Then ask yourself the following: 
 
1) Can my child listen to instructions and then follow them? Children need these skills to func-
tion in class, to keep up with the teacher and with their peers. 
 
2) Is s/he able to put on his coat and go to the bathroom by himself? Children need to be 
somewhat self-sufficient by school age. 
 
3) Can he recite the alphabet and count? Most kindergarten teachers assume that children 
have at least a rudimentary familiarity with the ABCs and numbers though these subjects will 
be covered as part of the kindergarten curriculum. 
 
4) Can s/he hold a pencil? Cut with scissors? S/he will need these fine motor skills to begin 
working on writing the alphabet and to keep up with classroom projects. 
 
5) Does s/he show an interest in books? Does s/he try to "read" a book by telling a story based 
on the pictures? This is a sign that his/her language development is on a par with other kinder-
gartners and that s/he's ready to start learning how to read. 
 
6) Is s/he curious and receptive to learning new things? If a child's curiosity is stronger than 
his/her fear of the unfamiliar, s/he will do well in school. 
 
7) Does s/he get along well with other kids? Does s/he share and know how to take turns? S/
he'll be interacting with other children all day, so your child's social skills are particularly im-
portant for success in school. 
 
8) Can s/he work together with others as part of a group? The ability to put his needs second, 
to compromise and join in a consensus with other children, is also part of emotional compe-
tence. 
 
If you answered "yes" to most of these questions and "sometimes" to the rest, your child is 
ready for kindergarten. If not, your child might well benefit from another year of preschool, or 
from one of the transitional or pre-K classes now being offered by many private schools. 
 
 
 
 
Source: http://parentcenter.babycenter.com 

http://parentcenter.babycenter.com/general/72359.html


Desert Adventist Academy 

Questionnaire for TK/Kindergarten 
Dear families, 

 

Would you please take a few minutes to answer the questions below? This will help me get to 

know your child better. Please return on the first day of school. Thank you! 

 

Child’s full name: _________________________________________________ 

 

May child prefers to be called: ____________________ 

  

Birthday: _____________________ Age: ______ (years) _______ (month) 

 

1. Child resides with (circle one) :  Mother Father    Both Other __________ 

 

2. Please list the names of your child’s brothers and/or sisters and ages. 

 

 

 

3. Has your child had preschool or play-group experience? Please give the name of school 

and number of years attended. 

 

 

4. Does your child have any health problems or allergies? 

 

 

5. Does your child have any special interests? 

 

 

 

6. Is your child afraid of anything? 

 

 

7. What responsibilities does your child have at home? 

 

 

 

8. What form of discipline do you use at home? 

 

 

 
  (Page 1)  



9. What skills has your child acquired? 

________Knows address    ________Knows phone number 

________Knows birthday    ________Can say full name 

________Can print full name   ________Counts to….(how far?) 

________Knows the names of colors  ________Can recognize numbers to 12 

________Recognizes capital letters  ________Recognizes lowercase letters 

________Recognizes letter sounds  ________Likes to listen to stories 

________Can tie shoes    ________Can button own clothing 

________Can zip own clothing   ________Can tell time 

________Has experience with crayons  ________Has experience with scissors 

________Knows the difference between right and left 

 

10. Do you have any concerns about your child’s behavior in the following areas? 

_______shyness  _______crying ________temper 

_______getting along with others  ________playing independently 

_______cooperating with adults  ________other 

 

11. What do you see as your child’s strengths? 

 

 

 

12. Are there any family circumstances that may affect your child’s school performance or 

adjustment? No_________  Yes_________ ,please explain.  

 

 

 

 

_____Yes, but I’d prefer to discuss them privately. 

 

13. What are your expectations for the Kindergarten program? What specific things would 

you like to see happen this year? 

 

 

 

 

14. Is there anything else you would like to share or tell me about your child? 

 

 

 

 

 

15. Preferred email for school correspondence: ________________@________________ 
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I n our Tk/kindergarten classroom, we all share supplies. Students will not 

have a desk or personal space to store items. Most all of the school supplies 

purchased will be used by the whole class, especially pencils, erasers, & glue. 

Therefore, there is no need to label these items with your child’s name except 

watercolors & extra clothes.  

 

Please bring the following school supplies to school: 

 

 A pack of #2 pencils (yellow or solid colors) 

 Eraser 

 Washable white school glue 

 2 or more glue sticks 

 Washable marker set (broad tip preferred) 

 Box of 64 crayons 

 Set of watercolors (please label with name) 

 Large box of Kleenex  

 Mr. Clean Magic Eraser or equivalent brand 

 Pack of 8.5X11 photo paper 

 A box of Band-Aids 

 A box of plastic spoons 

 Extra change of clothes, including socks. 

Place in a large Ziploc bag with child’s 

name. (Need  not be a uniform.) 

 Provide a water bottle daily  

 
*Please keep in mind to purchase items that only display positive im-

ages and refrain from images that show violence, vampires, and/or 

ghosts.    

Thank you.  

 

 

Mrs. Trudeau’s  

TK/Kindergarten 



Monday-Thursday: 

8:00  - Morning Activity 

8:15  - Worship/Bible 

8:50  - P.E. 

9:25  - Snack 

9:35  - Calendar/Math 

10:00 - Learning Centers 

11:00 - Handwriting 

11:20 - Prayer/Wash-Up 

11:30 - Lunch/Recess 

12:10 - Literacy/Language Arts 

12:40 - Story/Quiet Time 

1:00  - Social Studies/Science 

1:30  - Recess 

2:00  - Daily Wrap-Up 

2:15  - Clean-Up/Prayer 

2:30  - Dismissal 

Mrs. Trudeau’s Kindergarten 
Schedule 

Friday: 

8:00  - Morning Activity 

8:10  - Chapel 

8:35  - Calendar/Math 

9:00  - Recess/Snack 

9:30  - Art 

10:15 - Writer’s Workshop 

10:45 - Recess 

11:00 - Weekly Reader 

11:30 - Lunch 

12:00 - Dismissal 

* Schedule subject to change 



Important Information 

 
Weekly Folders: Each student in class will be given a take-home folder. 

This folder will help keep your child’s schoolwork, papers, & teacher/parent 

communications organized. This folder is a weekly folder and must be 

turned in every Friday. I will then place return papers, newsletters, & week-

ly homework the same day to be sent home for another week.   

 

Kindergarten Konnection: Every Friday, your student will bring home our 

classroom newsletter entitled, Kindergarten Konnection. This newsletter 

will give you a quick review of our week’s activities. It will also contain in-

formation about any field trips, class & school reminders, lost & found 

items, and upcoming events.  

 

Weekly Homework: Each student will take home a weekly homework packet 

that reinforces the skills taught in class. The packet will include a variety 

of activities that needs to be completed as a family. Such activities may be 

alphabet practice, handwriting and math concepts. Most activities should 

only take 5-10 minutes to complete and can be completed a little each night 

or all in one sitting depending on how your child works best. Your child’s 

weekly homework will be placed in their take-home folders each week and 

needs to be returned in their folder on Friday.  

 

Quiet Time:  We no longer offer a traditional “rest/nap time.” Most stu-

dents have difficultly staying quiet during this time, don’t remain on their 

mats, and I often find myself dealing with more discipline issues then need-

ed. Therefore, we have a “quiet time.” I will dim the lights, and students will 

will remain at their desks and can draw or color quietly while listening to a 

story. I especially like to use this time to start introducing chapter books 

to students.   

 



Snack Time:  Please provide a morning snack for your child. No snack foods 

are provided. Please keep in mind healthy alternatives to keep your child en-

ergized during their day.  

 

Packing a lunch: Please keep in mind that students are not allowed to use or 

operate microwaves. Therefore please pack your child’s lunch accordingly so 

that no heating is required. Please also pack healthy options for your child. 

Please see the enclosed information sheet on nutrition.  

 

Our school does offer a hot lunch program, so please contact the school of-

fice for more details and pricing.  

 

Show ‘n’ Tell: On the last Friday of each Month your child will have the op-

portunity to share something with the class from home during Show ‘n’ Tell. 

Each Show ‘n’ Tell event will have a theme. Such as a favorite book or an 

item that starts with “S.” So look for this year’s schedule in your upcoming 

weekly folder. All show ‘n’ tell items need to be small enough to fit in your 

child’s backpack. Please no guns, knives, or other weapon-like toys. Also, no 

live animals or pets without prior consent.   

 

Keep Toys At Home: In the past, there have been many students who have 

brought toys from home to school each day. Although this does not seem 

like a big issue, it really is. Students have a hard time sharing, they give 

them to friends or “trade” them with one another and then want them back, 

and they can become lost or broken. This creates a huge distraction in the 

classroom. WE ARE ASKING YOUR HELP AND COOPERATION CONCER-

ING THIS MATTER. If your child wants to bring toys for use in our After 

School Care classroom, all toys must remain in their backpacks out of site. 

If toys keeping coming out, then I will keep them until the end of the day. 

THE ABOVE DOES NOT INCLUDE ITEMS FOR SHOW ‘N’ TELL OR SPE-

CIAL TEACHER REQUESTS. Thank you for your understanding and cooper-

ation in advance.  

 

PLEASE LABEL ALL OF YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS, INCLUDING 

BACKPACKS AND REMOVEABLE CLOTHING! 



Clothes & Shoes: Self help skills help children feel more confident and 

better prepared. Therefore, please purchase items for your child that they 

can fasten/unfasten and open/close.  

 

Please NO SHOELACES unless your child can tie his/her own shoes. Having 

a group of students who continuously need their shoes tied each day can be-

come quite a chore to one teacher. Please practice tying at home as we will 

also work on it at school.  

 

In regards to clothes, have your child wear pants that can easily be re-

moved by themselves for bathroom needs, this includes belts. This can be 

quite a distraction in class, when a child has to interrupt instruction repeat-

edly because of a stubborn button or difficult belt.  

 

Jewelry: Please be aware that jewelry is not to be worn at school. This in-

cludes necklaces, bracelets, rings, and earrings. Wearing no jewelry is part 

of our dress code as well as our Adventist culture. If your child has pierced 

ears, please remove earrings upon arrival to school and please do not get 

your child’s ears pierced during the school year. Please read the school 

handbook for additional information.  

 

Morning Drop-Off: School begins at 8:00 a.m. each morning. Students are 

not allowed in their classrooms until 7:50 a.m. Morning supervision begins at 

7:30 a.m. and will be supervised by one of the faculty.  

 

After School Care: Our school as an on-site afternoon child care program. 

Hours of After School Care are from school dismissal until 5:30 p.m. Please 

see the school office for more information and pricing.  

 

Birthdays: A birthday is always something to celebrate in our class. While 

simple treats are always enjoyed, they are not expected. The best time for 

birthday treats is during lunch: from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or before we 

go home from 2:00 p.m. -2:30 p.m. Please inform me at least one day in ad-

vance if you will be providing a special treat or more (i.e. pizza party) for 

your child’s birthday.  



Birthdays Continued: All treats need to be store bought, easily passed out, 

and do not purchase cupcakes with bright/bold frostings that can stain our 

carpets and children! 

 

 If you are planning a party at home and do not plan to invite everyone in 

your child’s class, please do not hand out invitations at school so other chil-

dren will not feel left out. They also created a large disruption in our day. I 

will be happy to put birthday invitations in students folders on Fridays, if 

you personally give them to me. 

 

Kindergarten Celebration: DAA no longer has a formal kindergarten gradu-

ation. Due to the changes in both the preschool & kindergarten curriculums 

(kindergarten becoming more of an elementary grade rather than a transi-

tional grade between home & school) as well as the addition of transitional 

kindergarten, I find myself making decisions that better reflect the chang-

es that is happening at this grade level. 

 

Instead of graduation, we will plan something special at the end of the year. 

Either a short musical program or a fun field trip. Diplomas will still be pro-

vided as a keepsake!   







ClassDojo.com 
Classroom Behavior Management System 

 
In our class, we use ClassDojo an online app & program to encourage im-

portant skills like working hard, listening, and participating. Students will 

each be assigned an avatar monster. Then as skills are positively being 

demonstrated, students will receive points. If mistakes are made or nega-

tive skills are shown, points will not be given or points will be taken away. 

Then every Friday, each student’s points can be traded for an item from 

the Dojo Store. Such prizes may include a fancy pencil, a pick from the 

prize box, or a no shoes for the day pass. Students also have the option to 

save their points for larger prizes such as free dress day or be the teacher 

for 10 minutes! Points will be reset once prizes are claimed.   

 

I’ll also use Classdojo to communicate with you: we can instantly share mes-

sages, updates, and photos, from class. It’s the easiest way for you to see 

how your child is doing and to get in touch with me.  

 

Classdojo can be used on any device; it is a simple, free mobile app for iOs 

and Android, and can also be used from a computer at www.classdojo.com. 

 

I will need your cell number or email to invite you to ClassDojo. This can be 

done on your questionnaire included 

in this packet or doing Parent 

Night.  

 

Once I have your cell number or 

email, you will be given login infor-

mation to make a username & pass-

word. Then you can check your 

child’s daily behavior report as 

well as receive notes and photos 

sent by me about your child’s 

day.   



H 
aving volunteers in the classroom can be such a big help to the teacher. 

Your duties may include helping individual students, making copies, or 

supervision duties. However, at times, preparing for a volunteer to help 

during the day can cause more work for the teacher. Therefore it is important to 

consider the following if you are planning to be a volunteer in the classroom: 

1.  You must fill out all the necessary forms and return to school office: 

 Background Check Authorization form  

 School Volunteer Commitment 
 

2.  You must be fingerprinted (LiveScan). Please see office for more 

information (only required if you volunteer on a daily or weekly basis) 
 

3.  Have a completed TB Assessment form from your doctor. See forms (only 

 if you volunteer on a daily or weekly basis) 
 

4.  Fill out the TK/Kindergarten Volunteer Sign-Up sheet to schedule a best 

 time.  
 

5. If you are going to be unable to make your scheduled time. Please give at 

 least one-day advance notice either by phone or email. If you will be late, 

 please call as early as possible.  
 

5.  If you would like to volunteer, but can’t donate time in the classroom, 

 other options could include cutting projects that can be done overnight, 

 picking up & returning library books, and/or driving for field trips.                                                        

  

Please note fingerprinting and a TB Assessment are only required if you plan on 

volunteering on a daily or weekly basis. If you only plan to drive on field trips or 

help in the classroom once and awhile during the year, these are not needed. Only 

provide the forms as listed under #1. 

Thank you, Mrs. Trudeau 
 

TK/Kindergarten  
Volunteer Policy 



 

P 
lease fill out the following if you are interested in volunteering in the Tk/Kindergarten 

classroom.  

 

Name: ___________________________________  Date: _______________________ 

 

Child’s Name: ______________________________ Relation: _______________________ 

          (mom, dad, grandma, etc.) 

Please check all that apply: 

 

  I can volunteer once a week from ____:_____ to ____:_____ 

 

  The best day for me to come is:  M T W Th F 
   

 

  I will volunteer in the classroom, but am unsure of my schedule. I will    

  speak with you personally to arrange times. 

 

  I am interested in doing misc. projects outside of the classroom (i.e.    

  cutting, library books, etc.)  which requires no paperwork,     

  fingerprinting, or TB Assessment. 

   

  I would like to drive for field trips if able.  

          (requires no fingerprinting or TB Assessment/Need Background Check & Insurance) 

 

  I have read the school & classroom volunteer policy and will commit to    

  its guidelines.  

 

  I will fill out the necessary paper work, get fingerprinted, and provide   

  completed TB Assessment if I plan on helping in classroom on a weekly basis. 

 

*Please allow several weeks for our class to settle into a routine before volunteers will be 

scheduled. Thank you. 

 

 

 

______________________________________  ____________________________ 

   Signature       Phone # 

TK/Kindergarten Volunteer Sign-Up 











Contact Information 

 

 

 

 Please call the school office at ext. 242 during office hours 8 

a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

Friday.  

 

 Kindergarten classroom ext. 247 

 

 Please also feel free to email me at: 

 rtrudeau@desertadventistacademy.org 

 (preferred method) 
 

 If you need to contact me during or after school hours, you can 

call or text me at 760-895-2731. 

 

 If you have questions or concerns regarding After School Care, 

please reach our principal, Mr. Bartlett or our after school pro-

gram director, Reina Martinez. 

 

 

 

 

Desert Adventist Academy 

74-200 Country Club Dr. #2 

Palm Desert, CA 92260 

760-779-1799 

 

www.desertadventistacademy.org 
   


